Loma Linda University

TheScholarsRepository@LLU: Digital Archive of Research,
Scholarship & Creative Works
TODAY

2-10-2012

TODAY - February 10, 2012
Loma Linda University

Follow this and additional works at: http://scholarsrepository.llu.edu/today
Part of the Other Medicine and Health Sciences Commons
Recommended Citation
Loma Linda University, "TODAY - February 10, 2012" (2012). TODAY.
http://scholarsrepository.llu.edu/today/53

This Newsletter is brought to you for free and open access by TheScholarsRepository@LLU: Digital Archive of Research, Scholarship & Creative
Works. It has been accepted for inclusion in TODAY by an authorized administrator of TheScholarsRepository@LLU: Digital Archive of Research,
Scholarship & Creative Works. For more information, please contact scholarsrepository@llu.edu.

6

Dentistry faculty from Iraq
become U.S. citizens

11

LLUMC receives Aetna Institute of
Quality designation for three services

12

Friday, February 10, 2012

Psychoanalyst and author speaks
to LLU Behavioral Health Institute

Volume 25, Number 2

NATIONAL FORUM

LLUMC and LLU officials address American Health Care Congress
by James Ponder
he eighth annual meeting of the American Health Care Congress featured key
presentations by several Loma Linda University Medical Center (LLUMC) and Loma
Linda University (LLU) officials.

T

The event was held at the Anaheim Marriott on
December 5 and 6, 2011.
In addition to a keynote address delivered by
Ruthita J. Fike, MA, CEO and administrator of
LLUMC, other featured presenters from
LLUMC and LLU included A. Dean Sherzai,
MD, director of the LLU memory and aging
center; Michael Knecht, MDiv, director of the
faith and health initiative at LLUMC; Waheed
K. Baqai, MPH, director of clinical decision
support; and Kirk Campbell, MEd, director of
educational support services.
In introducing Ms. Fike to the audience, Mr.
Knecht cited the legacy of Adventist health care
as well as Ms. Fike’s innovative leadership.
“The history of our organization is built on
more than a hundred years of wellness and
prevention,” Mr. Knecht told the 400 attendees.
“Mrs. Fike is a transformational leader whose
vision is inspiring a change in how health care is
delivered. Her visionary leadership is the reason
I’m a part of LLUMC.”
Ms. Fike opened her address with a discussion
of how the vision and mission of LLUMC
drives the delivery of health care to Inland
Empire families.
In opening her presentation titled “Innovations
in Improving Population Health Status,” Ms.
Fike highlighted the LLUMC commitment to
prevention and wellness.
She cited results of the Adventist Health Study
and a November 2005 National Geographic
article, both of which found that plant-based
diets and other preventive health practices yield
significant increases in longevity and well-being.
“We need a new paradigm for the role of hospitals,” Ms. Fike observed, “one that moves us
away from the role of treating disease to one
focused on improving the health of our entire
communities.”
Ms. Fike noted that the new thinking requires
hospitals to re-conceptualize their vision as well
as their procedures.
“The objective is community health develop-

ment,” she adds. “It begins with an assessment
of the needs of a particular community, builds
on existing networks, and establishes new partnerships. The goal is to transform hospitals into
community health assets focused on prevention
rather than treatment.”
She said that in order to realize the new paradigm, hospitals must develop integrated delivery
models of whole-person care, negotiate
contracts with providers to include prevention,
and form partnerships with healthy communities and faith-based organizations.
In her conclusion, Ms. Fike told of traveling to
the White House for a September 20, 2011,
conference on “Improving Health Outcomes
through Faith-based and Community Partnerships.” She said the event marks a watershed
new era in American health policy and represents the Obama administration’s interest in
finding new ways to promote health and
longevity. Afterward, Ms. Fike fielded questions
from the audience.
Dr. Sherzai jointly presented “Managing Financial Risks of Accountable Care—New Health
Care Delivery Models” with Richard Afable,
MD, president and CEO of Hoag Memorial
Hospital Presbyterian of Newport Beach.

In her keynote address to the American Health Care Congress in Anaheim,
Ruthita J. Fike, MA, CEO and administrator of Loma Linda University Medical
Center, highlighted the contributions that Adventist health leadership have
made to the world of public health before launching into her main thrust. “We
need a new paradigm for the role of hospitals,” Ms. Fike observed, “one that
moves us away from the role of treating disease to one focused on improving
the health of our entire communities.”
Mr. Knecht’s lecture, “Cultural Transformations for the Future of Health Care,” addressed
the need for innovation and creativity.

REORGANIZATION

School of Behavioral Health organizes
By Heather Reifsnyder
he academic departments of psychology,
counseling and family sciences, and social
work will gain further prominence under the
Loma Linda University School of Behavioral
Health. The School of Science and Technology, which formerly housed these programs,
is being dissolved.

T

“This change reflects our maturing philosophical focus on the whole person,” says Ron
Carter, PhD, provost of the university. “This
campus has always appreciated the mind as
integral to our bio-psycho-social spiritual
model, but as a science we have been heavily
focused on the soma, the body itself.”
He adds, “Increasingly science has come to
recognize the importance of the mind in healthy
living and being whole.”
As such, now is the right time to step up the
university’s focus on behavioral health education, according to Dr. Carter. This is another

step in the direction the university took when it
opened the Behavioral Health Institute in 2010
to unite mental health clinical practice, academic education, and research.
Practically, the name School of Behavioral
Health also makes it easier for prospective
students in the mental health field to locate the
programs they are interested in.
There were two other departments in the
School of Science and Technology—biophysics
and engineering, and earth and biological
sciences.
The former academic program was under development and had not yet begun accepting
students; it will be discontinued as of June 30.
The department of earth and biological
sciences will remain an important part of what
Loma Linda University offers, according to
Dr. Carter.
“I want to affirm our high commitment to earth

Mr. Baqai and Mr. Campbell shared the
podium for their presentation on “Using IT to
Please turn to page 2

and biological sciences,” says Dr. Carter. “The
department, with its strong focus on the interface between science and faith and ecology
through time, has benefited the Seventh-day
Adventist Church for decades. And the faculty
have prepared many science teachers for Adventist colleges and universities.”
Organizationally, it is not yet determined where
earth and biological sciences will ultimately
reside within Loma Linda’s academic structures.
Creating an independent faculty group is one
option that has been discussed. But the
programs also tie in some ways to other schools
on campus, Dr. Carter notes.
The biology program as a science shares much
with the basic science programs in the School
of Medicine. On the other hand, the earth
science programs have strong ties to the
School of Public Health’s environmental
health department.
Though the School of Science and Technology
is now being dissolved, Dr. Carter notes it has
served an important function on campus since
its creation seven years ago.
Please turn to page 2
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SERVICE LEARNING

Dentistry class of 2013 adopts Honduras
By Edna Maye Loveless, PhD
s a second-year dental student, Jane is
about to see her very first dental patient,
just screened by the local dentist. The patient is
8 or 9 years old. He has two chipped front
teeth. Jane has experience repairing broken
teeth—all expertly performed on typodonts.
Typodonts don’t cry. Typodonts don’t cringe at
the sight of a needle.

A

Jane’s patient is crying. Needles terrify him. Jane
finally dispenses with the rejected anesthesia
and goes to work. When she needs help she can
turn to Dr. Chu, who provides professional
assistance. And tomorrow, with her fingers now
wet in oral therapy, Jane will be revisited by her
happy patient flashing his beautiful new smile.
The Honduras dental clinic is now the official
project of the class of 2013, to which members
have made a long-term commitment to donate
continuity of dental care to its patients.
The 2013 students were searching for a class
project that would knit them together. Brit
Steel says, “Our mindset was, ‘We’re together
here four years. But when we walk out, what
have we done to make a difference?’ We were
looking for something we could do as a class so
that we could remain connected as alumni.”
A promising response came from first-year
students in the School of Medicine who wanted
to collaborate with students from the Schools of
Dentistry, Pharmacy, and Nursing to create a

significant, ongoing presence at a needy site.
“This is what creates development and growth,”
says Brit.
Representatives from the entering classes at the
four Loma Linda University schools met with
university President Richard Hart, MD,
DrPH, whose globe-trotting expertise had
spotted options at six locations.
Prudently narrowing the choice to a site that
has an Adventist Health International hospital
presence and lies within reasonable distance of
affordable airfare, the students selected
Honduras.
Tina Pruna, MS, School of Public Health graduate, was serving as a volunteer locally in
Honduras and became the main contact for the
students. They completed a flurry of paperwork, including letters of invitation from the
government and the hospital. They submit a
letter of intent every time they launch a trip.
Year two of the Honduras project finds 10
class of 2013 students en route to the mission
site. Radio announcements have alerted the
local population about free dental care. A line is
waiting for the team. A routine is established.
A local dentist screens. Children from two
schools (a total of approximately 1,000) receive
fluoridation treatments. The students have
never heard of fluoride. “It’s fun with the kids,”
Jason Mashni, reports. “We have Tomas and
Rosy puppets. We became puppeteers, telling
the kids why they need to brush their teeth.”

LLUMC and LLU officials address American
Health Care Congress …
Continued from page 1

Improve Patient Health.”
According to Michael Lum, MBA, director of
respiratory support services at LLUMC, the
focus of the event was to help attendees “take
steps to do things we all need to do that we
haven’t had the courage to yet do. It helps us
marshal the desire, will, and belief to provide
health care leadership at this time in history.”
In assessing the meeting, John M. Clymer,
chief strategy officer of the Alliance to Make
US Healthiest, and a member of the U.S.
Community Preventive Services Task Force,
said that organizations like Loma Linda
University Health System bring a lot to the
table in the current national conversation on
preventive health.
“Mrs. Fike laid out a strategic vision of the
health system of the future,” Mr. Clymer noted,
“that goes beyond treating a patient population
to improving the health of a region’s population.
She identified the imperative that health
systems help make it easier for the populations
they serve to choose and practice healthy behaviors. LLU Health System and other Adventist
health systems are uniquely positioned to lead
this transformation. Her C-suite commitment
to prevention and wellness is a leadership model
for all hospital CEOs.”
In speaking of Mr. Knecht’s presentation, Lesa
Hiben, admissions coordinator for the School
of Politics and Economics at Claremont Graduate University and a founding board member

of Partners for Better Health, said, “It’s important to have that structure for how we can inculcate innovative ideas.”

Kadin Brueske, class of 2013, administers an injection to an elementary student
with the assistance of Derek Chu, DDS.
None of the 10 team members is fluent in
Spanish. The four class of 2013 members that
speak the language had prepared puppeteer
scripts for their departing colleagues, who
demonstrate on a model.
“We make do as non-natives, and try our best
to communicate with the students. The kids
think it’s funny,” says Jason. One of the local
Honduras dentists talks about primary and
secondary teeth, and the children are provided
flouride treatment and given toothbrushes
and toothpaste.
On trip three, 12 students are on board; a
patient in the Hospital Adventista de Valle de
Angeles hears they need equipment. He
provides two chairs and two dental units,
expanding the number of patients the team can
treat. They are taking x-rays in Honduras for
the first time.
Michael Savage says, “The patients were aware
that we were able to take x-rays this time and

therefore save teeth with restorations. They
were so happy that we could save teeth. For
one lady, anxious about getting an extraction,
we made a filling, saving her tooth. Afterwards
she came up to me and another person who
helped with the procedure on the verge of
tears. I felt that we had a team and could focus
on the patients. We had translators who
would help us know the patients’ feelings and
thinking,” says Michael.
“We have two more trips before graduation,”
the students note. Class members will be
returning to Honduras in the spring and fall of
2012. Half the class members going on the
fourth and fifth trips will be going for the first
time. The past participants are targeting classmates who have not volunteered.
“We want to get them to go on to a long-term
commitment, to move from ‘I’m trying to do
enough procedures to get done,’ to, ‘This is
what I’ll do to make an impact in the long run.’”
Please turn to page 3

Mr. Clymer also responded to key components
of Mr. Knecht’s presentation.
“Large institutions tend to resist change and
have difficulty with innovation,” Mr. Clymer
said. “But health care systems face disruptive
changes forced by health reform and new reimbursement models, so they must learn to innovate and embrace change. Michael really opened
health system leaders’ eyes and minds to the
benefits of innovation and ways they can
unleash creativity within their teams.”
On Monday evening, December 5, David
Penner PhD, director of the doctoral
program in health policy and leadership at
the LLU School of Public Health, hosted a
banquet for doctoral students in health policy
and leadership.
Duane Boyce, a principal of the Arbinger Institute and author of Leadership and Self-Deception
spoke at the banquet and entertained/educated
the guests in his humorous, interactive style.
Dora Barilla, DrPH, director of community
health development at LLUMC, may not have
been on the program at the eighth annual
meeting, but the presence of the woman who
founded the American Health Care Congress in
2004 was strongly felt throughout the two-day
conference as she worked behind the scenes to
ensure that everything went smoothly.

The service learning team above included the first group of dental students from
the class of 2013 to travel to Valle de Angeles, Honduras (from left): Alvin Chu;
the vice principal of Supaya Elementary School in Tegucigalpa; Jane
Gumangan; Kadin Brueske; Dr. Derek Chu; Dr. Cesar Ortiz-Campos, adjunct
assistant professor, department of restorative dentistry; Karen Watanakeeree;
Tim Matthews; Anna Duong; and Tina Pruna, liaison between the LLU School of
Dentistry and Hospital Adventista de Valle de Angeles.

School of Behavioral Health organizes …
Continued from page 1

“We recognized that placing behavioral health
with earth and biological sciences seemed an
odd pairing,” he says. “But we wanted to
emphasize that all of these disciplines—
whether dealing with the physical world or the
more applied disciplines of the mind—are in
fact science.”

Out of the disparate makeup of the Loma Linda
University School of Science and Technology,
Dr. Carter believes interdisciplinary cooperation
and research projects were born in areas that
have connected the campus in areas of research
and interprofessionalism.
“I think this will continue,” he says.
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RESEARCH

ei-Xing Shi, PhD, has been awarded
$408,000 from the National Institute
on Drug Abuse to study the affects of midbrain
dopamine neurons in a research project titled
“Prefrontal Control of Dopamine Neurons.”

W

TODAY

crucial role in emotional and motivational
behavior.

address a number of questions that cannot be
addressed using previous techniques.

According to Dr. Shi, the prefrontal cortex is a
brain area critically involved in the executive
function of the brain including decision-making
and impulse control.

“This project will use optogenetics to optically
and selectively excite or inhibit subgroups of
neurons in the prefrontal cortex and then to
determine how dopamine neurons respond to
these different manipulations in the prefrontal
cortex,” states Dr. Shi.

“The results of the research project is hoped to
provide new insights into disorders that involve
both the prefrontal cortex and dopamine
neurons, including schizophrenia, drug addiction, and ADHD,” adds Dr. Shi.

Midbrain dopamine neurons are a key component of the brain reward system and play a

With the use of the new optogenetics techniques, Dr. Shi’s research project hopes to

School of Pharmacy professor awarded
grant to study dopamine neurons
By Stephen Vodhanel, PhD
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Wei-Xing Shi, PhD, will use the optogenetics technique in his research.

Dentistry class of 2013
adopts Honduras …
Continued from page 2

So far, Jane reports that in some way everyone in
the class “is active in contributing to the project.
This is a learning process, and the class is taking
ownership rather than merely doing ‘service
learning,’” she says, adding, “We have done
external fundraising to assist each student who is
expected to pay his or her way” (airfare: $700).
Brit Steele explains, “Kevin Kuniyoshi, DDS,
assistant professor, restorative dentistry, alumni
Century Club president, has helped us ask questions: Where do we go from here? How do we
get another class to explore a similar project?
When we become alumni, we have a place we
have identified with, even if we haven’t gone
ourselves. Our goal: to make this a project so
that everyone in the class has a chance to serve
in Honduras.” Jane Gumangan adds, “It’s neat
going from ‘Can we do this?’ to ‘How can we
keep this going?’’’

Anna Duong, class of 2013, performs
a class III filing on a patient in the city
of Supaya, Honduras, with the help of
classmate Tim Matthews.

TODAY
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HELPING SPECIAL NEEDS CHILDREN

School of Dentistry directs pilot program
for special needs kids
By Doug Hackleman, MA
oma Linda University special care
dentistry (LLUSCD) was awarded a
$1.35 million dental care grant that resulted
from the collaborative effort of LLU School of
Dentistry alumni Carla Lidner-Baum, DDS,
and Jane Ellis, DDS.

L

The First 5 Riverside grant funds a pilot
program launched early in 2011 to provide
developmentally disabled Riverside County
children, from birth to age 5, with oral health
care services. LLUSCD is responsible for the
management and implementation of those
services.

For the past eight years Dr. Ellis has been
working closely with Dr. Lidner-Baum, who for
eleven years has worked tirelessly to acquire oral
health care for “the least of these” in two
Southern California counties.
Applying for tobacco money generated by California Proposition 10 (a 50 cent tax per pack of
cigarettes), Dr. Lidner acquired in the year 2000
her first grant ($900,000) and began to facilitate
dental care for the toddlers and pre-school kids
across the enormous geographic reach of San
Bernardino County.
Over the subsequent decade, Dr. Lidner-Baum
was able not only to renew but receive increased

amounts of funding each time she reapplied—
$2.3 million, then $3.7 million, then $3.8
million (current funding). Dr. Lidner-Baum
believes that God cares so much about human
suffering that He moves mountains every time
she lifts a finger to help.

services. These range from screenings to case
management to any needed dental procedure
(including dental anesthesia) to transportation
(even overnight lodging when needed), and
always the much-needed prevention education
for patients and parents.

Several years ago Dr. Lidner-Baum acquired
another renewable tobacco tax grant to provide
the same types of services for Riverside County.

The pilot program at LLUSCD for children
with special needs, and the allocation and
tracking of its funds utilization, is the responsibility of Judy Paw, MA, project manager of
LLUSD’s early childhood special care dental
program (ECSCDP).

Then came the opportunity in 2010 to apply for
a third grant to fund oral health care services for
children ages 0 to 5 years of age who have developmental needs and whose physical challenges
often require more costly and more difficult
dental procedures.
All three of the grants directed by Dr. LidnerBaum provide their target populations of young
children with a comprehensive set of dental

First 5 Riverside, the Riverside County Children & Families Commission, is a division of
the Riverside County Department of Public
Social Services that awards grants to various
service agencies who have met the terms of
competitive application processes and who are
recognized to be most capable of providing
services to young children.
“LLUSCD was determined to be highly
deserving of these entrusted monies, and special
needs children are now receiving extraordinarily
high quality dental treatment services there,”
says Dr. Lidner-Baum.
She mentions John Leyman, DDS, chair, dental
anesthesiology, and Barry Krall, DDS, assistant
professor, dental anesthesiology, among the
school’s skilled specialists who provide expert
dental care to needy children with special needs.

Jane Ellis, DDS

Carla Lidner-Baum, DDS

STUDENT EXCELLENCE

School of Dentistry celebrates SCADA
table clinic winners
By Edna Maye Loveless, PhD
or the first time in several years, the International Association of Student Clinicians competition, held during the annual
American Dental Association meetings, did
not convene on Saturday—a change that
enabled Vanessa Browne to present in Las
Vegas on Monday, October 10, 2011, a
research project completed with her classmates and colleagues, Mike Flewelling and
Mark Wierenga.

F

The Loma Linda trio’s project won second
place, awarded in a competition with 76 student
researchers from all American (and 17 international) dental schools.
Neal Johnson, PhD, associate professor, department of oral diagnosis, radiology, and pathology,
LLUSD, suggested the research topic, “Sterilization of Used and Contaminated Implant
Healing Abutments and Impression Copings: A
Cost Benefit Analysis,” because no scientific
evidence had been produced on this practice that

Judy Paw, MA

many dentists have begun to employ. The
suggestion came just two and a half weeks before
the deadline—after a ten-week pursuit of
another project that did not materialize.
“We worked morning, noon, and night for two
weeks to design the protocol and complete the
research,” Ms. Browne reported.
To assist them, Ray Aprecio Sr., research
associate, Center for Dental Research, was
meeting the team at 6:00 a.m. and again in the
evening. Alisa Wilson, safety and infection
control coordinator, facilitated processing the
research material through sterilization, and
delivered lunch as the team worked through
the noon hour.

Dr. Lidner-Baum and Dr. Ellis are honored to
be able to provide quality oral health care to so
many children who would otherwise be unable
to afford it.

Vanessa names other mentors who met
“multiple times” to give advice: Yiming Li,
DDS, PhD, MS, director of the LLUSD
Center for Dental Research; and Paul
Richardson, DDS, MEd, associate dean of
clinic administration.
In Las Vegas, LLUSD Dean Charles
Goodacre, DDS, MSD, and Nikola Angelov,
DDS, MS, PhD, professor and director, predoctoral periodontics clinic, department of
periodontics, listened to her presentation
rehearsal in the hotel lobby.
The recipient of the award, Ms. Browne
comments, “Loma Linda supports its students
who are interested in research.”

STUDENT OUTREACH

Social work students collect art supplies
for Patton State Hospital patients
Contributed report
tudents in Loma Linda University’s master
of social work program are dedicated to
serving the community.

S

During the month of January, student leaders in
the department partnered with Patton State
Hospital to collect supplies for the art program
that serves its mental health patients.
LLU School of Dentistry table clinic team, Michael Flewelling, Vanessa Browne,
and Mark Wierenga, took first place in the clinical category at the California
Dental Association meetings in May and second place at the American Dental
Association meetings in October.

There are many different approaches
contributed to the therapeutic process and art
can play a powerful role. To find out more
about Patton State Hospital’s Art Program,

please visit <www.sbsun.com/ci_19324378?
IADID>.
The hospital has been hit hard by cutbacks and,
as a result, the art department relies almost
exclusively on donations.
Though the specific drive during January is
past, donations of supplies continue to be
needed. Examples of supplies include: gesso
canvas boards and canvas, acrylic paint, drawing
and watercolor paper, ceramic press molds,
non-toxic glazes and underglazes, cones (both
bar and free standing), blank greeting cards,
Continued next page
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LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT

Richard W. Weismeyer wins posthumous Lifetime Achievement
Award from the Society of Adventist Communicators
By James Ponder

Mr. Weismeyer and Dr. Hart were there.

he late Richard W. Weismeyer, MA,
Loma Linda University’s executive
director of university relations, received the
2011 lifetime achievement award from the
Society of Adventist Communicators during
the group’s annual meeting in Chicago last
October. He was only the second individual to
receive the honor posthumously.

If anything, Dick actually seemed to thrive in
the face of peril. In 2008, despite his ongoing
battle with cancer, he flew to Bagdad and filed
frontline stories as an embedded reporter with
the U.S. Army 307th Medical Division in Iraq.

T

According to Tamara Fisher, vice president for
communication at the Society of Adventist
Communicators, the award “is designed for a
professional who has worked in communication
for at least 25 years and has made a substantial
contribution to the field.” Ms. Fisher said Mr.
Weismeyer made it his mission to “tell the story
of Loma Linda University—and the larger
message of the health ministry of the Seventhday Adventist Church—to the world.”
Mr. Weismeyer, or “Dick,” as he preferred to
be called, enjoyed a long and productive
career at LLU. He started working at Loma
Linda Market during his college years, and
dedicated his entire professional career, the
better part of five decades, to serving the
university in public relations.
On the LLU campus, Dick met and fell in love
with Carol Siebenlist. At the time, Ms. Siebenlist was secretary to the associate dean of the
LLU School of Dentistry. The couple married
on August 16, 1970, in Carol’s hometown of
Boulder, Colorado. Currently, Mrs. Weismeyer
works in the LLU School of Medicine, and the
couple’s children—son, Michael, and daughter,
Marci—are pursuing educational objectives.
On a professional level, Mr. Weismeyer
expanded the reach of the LLU mission “to
make man whole” to international horizons.
He traveled to more than 50 countries, filing
stories by telephone or mail in the early days
from places as varied as Cameroon, China,
Greece, Hong Kong, Ireland, Kenya, Nepal,
the Netherlands, Saudi Arabia, South Africa,
and Zimbabwe.

True to form, his final expedition was similarly
dangerous. In 2010, during a period of intense
military activity in Afghanistan, Mr. Weismeyer
returned to that country to follow up on the
story of an injured war victim who had been a
long-term patient at Loma Linda University
Medical Center East Campus.
The lifetime achievement award was just one of
many awards and accolades bestowed on Mr.
Weismeyer. A partial list from the last four
years of his life includes:
• The Citizen of the Year Award from the
Loma Linda Chamber of Commerce, 2011
• The Spiritual Life and Wholeness Leadership
Award from the Loma Linda University
Adventist Health Sciences Center, 2010
• Polaris and Capella Awards from the Public
Relations Society of America, 2010 and
previous years
• The Distinguished University Service Award
from Loma Linda University, 2009
• The Iner Shield-Ritchie Presidential Award
from the Alumni Association of the School of
Medicine of Loma Linda University, 2008
In addition, Mr. Weismeyer served on the
public relations committee of the Loma Linda
University Church for a number of years,
volunteered at countless events for the Loma
Linda Chamber of Commerce, assisted the
Alumni Association of the School of Medicine of Loma Linda University in numerous

ways, served on the board of directors for
Loma Linda Academy and radio station
KSGN, and contributed his time and expertise to too many other community projects
and organizations to recount. He never said
no when asked for help.
He is fondly remembered for mentoring
numerous students and recent graduates to
whom he offered internships or jobs in the
communications field. Today many of those
individuals serve as experienced public relations
professionals at a number of institutions
including Loma Linda University.

Richard W. Weismeyer
1943-2011

During the last four years of his life, Mr. Weismeyer set a phenomenal example of determination and commitment in the face of the
insurmountable challenges associated with a
lengthy, and ultimately losing, battle with cancer.

loved, Dick introduced millions of readers
around the world to the health ministry of the
Seventh-day Adventist Church.

Despite a steady stream of doctor’s visits and
brief hospital stays, he rebounded from
setbacks with a resilience that astounded
colleagues and friends.

“In setting a high standard of excellence in
both publications and video, he challenged
and encouraged everyone to produce his or
her best work for the cause. For these reasons
he was chosen to receive our award,” Mr.
Johnson concluded.

At the time of his death from cancer in January
2011, Mr. Weismeyer was working to fulfill the
requirements of his EdD degree from the
School of Education at La Sierra University. He
received an MA in English from the same institution in 2004.
George Johnson Jr., executive director for the
Society of Adventist Communicators, says Mr.
Weismeyer cast a large circle of influence.
“Mr. Weismeyer was known for his kindness,
generosity, supportiveness, encouragement,
persistence, and dedication,” Mr. Johnson
observed. “By exemplifying the highest principles of selfless service to the organization he

Speaking on behalf of the Weismeyer family,
Dick’s wife of more than 40 years said the
award is very much appreciated.
“We are very grateful to the Society of Adventist Communicators for recognizing Dick’s
dedication,” Carol Weismeyer notes. “He
loved Loma Linda University, he loved the
Seventh-day Adventist Church, and he loved
public relations.
“Dick’s biggest ambition was to make a difference in the world, and this award reminds us
that he achieved his goal,” Ms. Weismeyer adds.
“We will treasure this for years to come!”

Some of his excursions involved significant
danger. In 1974 and 1975, he accompanied the
Loma Linda University Overseas Heart
Surgery Team to Saigon, Vietnam, eight
weeks before the government of that nation fell
to communist insurgents.
In March of 2003, he accompanied Richard H.
Hart, MD, DrPH, then chancellor and now
president of Loma Linda University, to
Afghanistan. Although coalition forces had
driven the Taliban from power two years
earlier, fighting continued in the region while
Continued from previous page

color pencils and pens, old and new magazines,
fabric bits and pieces, beads and string, table
easels, rubber stamps, candy molds, sewing
thread, paint brushes, mats for paintings and
drawings, and water colors.
Almost anything having to do with the arts and
craft supplies (fine arts materials, craft project
materials, sewing, cooking, or leather project
materials) would all be appreciated.
These items may be new or used.

The late Richard W. “Dick” Weismeyer, MA, Loma Linda University’s former executive director of university relations, traveled to more than 50 countries of the world on assignment for LLU. Here he pops out from the interior of a tank during a
2003 trip to Afghanistan with Richard H. Hart, MD, DrPH, president of LLU. Dr. Hart and an unidentified Afghani man stand
guard on a terraced hill behind Mr. Weismeyer and the tank.
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New Americans: dentistry faculty from
Iraq become U.S. citizens
By Edna Maye Loveless, PhD

R

dental institution management software. She
recently joined Paul Richardson, DDS, MEd,
associate dean, clinic administration, in giving
lectures at a dental convention in Canada on the
use of axiUm. “If you’re organized,” she says,
“axiUm makes a lot of sense—it takes care of so
much detail.”

Subsequently they have welcomed their parents
and all of their siblings to the land they chose to
adopt as their own. That adoption has required
considerable effort.

August 25, 2011, marked another milestone in
the Jekkis’ journey. In Los Angeles with 4,000
other immigrants, they attended a ceremony
that admitted them to citizenship. “We wanted
to come here for a better life,” says Dr. Rami
Jekki. “We like the Christian environment.”

ami and Balsam Jekki, DDS, both Loma
Linda University School of Dentistry
faculty, could be called pioneers. They were the
first in their respective families to leave Baghdad,
Iraq, and—three years later—to achieve their
objective: arriving in the United States.

Born and raised in Baghdad, the Jekkis met at
the University of Baghdad’s School of
Dentistry. After dental school graduation, the
couple married and established a practice in
Baghdad. As their game plan of immigrating to
the United States developed, they drove three
years later with their infant daughter to the
Iraq-Jordan border. Two firmly packed suitcases for each (a careful choice of clothing,
family photos, and books) took on the appearance of a family on short holiday jaunt.
They would spend three years in Jordan, where,
lacking licensure to practice, they used their
expertise in a dental office, serving essentially as
dental assistants while awaiting word on the
success of their vast paperwork submitted to
gain entrance to the United States. After a
three-year sojourn in Jordan, the Jekki family
arrived in the U.S. during the final days of 2000.
“It’s been a journey,” Dr. Rami says. “You don’t
know anybody. You start a life from the beginning.” Again working as dental assistants, this
time in San Diego, the Jekkis admit they were
missing members of their close-knit families.
They coped by exploring their environment—
the shops and the plethora of new technology
available in their new setting. Coming as
strangers, they were asking, “What do you say
to people you meet and know nothing about
them?” They found their new home living up to
its reputation. “You see freedom,” they note.
“People have their rights.”

“This is my home,” affirms new American Dr.
Balsam Jekki. Being first in their families to
become citizens, the Jekkis are promoting family
members who are now in a similar process.

Drs. Rami and Balsam Jekki

GLOBAL HEALTH INSTITUTE

Revelations from the road: Chinese
health professionals tour Route 66
By James Ponder
he seven health professionals that Praktan
Kokila and I are escorting on a three-day
Southwestern adventure for the Global Health
Institute of Loma Linda University just hopped
out of the van to photograph Music Mountain,
a picturesque formation alongside Route 66
near Truxton, Arizona.

T

Yesterday morning, one of our guests surprised
us by revealing that although this is his first visit
to the United States, he is a longtime fan of
Route 66.
Wang Zhengyang, MD, or “Eric” as he tells us
to call him, is a pulmonologist from Sir Run
Run Shaw Hospital in Hangzhou, China.
Because of his interest in the road, we took a 20-

minute break near Ludlow, California, to investigate old buildings beside an abandoned stretch
of the fabled highway.
The last thing we were expecting to find was
proof that Loma Linda’s famous vegetarian
lifestyle is making an impact way out in the
middle of the Mojave Desert. But there, writ
large for all to see, was convincing proof:

sheep left by prehistoric artists of the Archaic
Culture in shrines hidden under the rim of the
canyon 4,000 years ago.
The purpose of these trips is to give our international visitors, who come to Loma Linda for a
two-month mentorship program in their
respective professional specialties, a break from
their studies, and a first-person introduction to
the American land and people.
Which means that Praktan and I are charged
with making sure our friends have a good time.
It’s a responsibility we take seriously.

“Eat Veggies!!!” someone had scrawled on an
abandoned camper shell.

In addition to Eric, our guests for this midNovember expedition include:

Right now, the early afternoon breeze is gentle
and warm, but earlier this morning, violent
winds threatened to blow us into the Grand
Canyon. To escape them, we explored the 800year-old ruins of Tusayan pueblo, home of the
wooden figurines of mule deer and bighorn

“Lucy” Yao Linyan, RN, a behavioral health
nurse from Sir Run Run Shaw Hospital
“Pansy“ Pan Lili, RN, a neurology nurse from
Zhejiang University Children’s Hospital
Continued next page

Back in school for the courses that would
prepare him to practice dentistry in the United
States, Dr. Rami completed Loma Linda
University’s international dentistry program
(IDP). Both of the Jekkis accepted faculty positions. Concurrently Dr. Rami Jekki is pursuing
the advanced specialty education program in
prosthodontics that he expects to complete in
June 2012; Dr. Balsam Jekki is teaching in the
IDP program. Their daughter, now 16, is an
honor student at Redlands High School. Yes,
she knows both Arabic and English, languages
getting rather equal usage at home.
Their faculty appointments were a surprise to
the Jekkis. But, as Dr. Rami comments on his
choice to forego a more profitable private practice, “Money isn’t everything in life.” Dr. Balsam
finds considerable satisfaction in welcoming,
nurturing, and teaching students who are experiencing the challenges of a different culture. In
fact, her husband confides, “She sheds tears
every time a ‘batch’ of students graduates.”
“I never thought I would be a faculty member in
my life,” she says, then adds, “I cannot live
without the students anymore.” Additionally,
she has achieved skill with axiUm, the school’s

Members of a November 2011 expedition from the Global Health Institute at Loma Linda University to the Grand Canyon
and Las Vegas found proof that the Loma Linda dietary revolution is making an impact in the Mojave Desert: a message
on the side of an abandoned camper shell near Ludlow, California, along Route 66 advises readers to “Eat Veggies!!!”
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“Jane“ Jin Yan, MD, a pediatrician from
Zhejiang University Children’s Hospital
Zhou Xudong, PhD, a researcher from
Zhejiang University School of Medicine
“Jean” Li Jing, PhD, a professor of anatomy
from Zhejiang University School of Medicine
Lin Wei, a radiology technician from Sir Run
Run Shaw Hospital
For the last two days, they’ve been asking about
Hoover Dam. It may not be nearly so big as the
massive Three Gorges Dam in China, but it’s
well known in their part of the world and
they’re eager to see it.
“Ladies and gentlemen,” I announce as we enter
the Silver State, “we’re almost to Hoover Dam.
Say goodbye to Arizona and hello to Nevada.”
Goodbyes and hellos fill the van as Praktan
steers downhill toward the dam. Moments later,
we cross the state line again. Once more it’s
hello and goodbye, but this time, the order is
reversed: Hello Arizona, Goodbye Nevada.
“Hey,” Lucy laughs, “we just left Arizona a
minute ago!”
At the overlook, everyone scampers off to take
pictures. The men—Eric, Lin Wei, and
Xudong—hike to the rim of the dam. The
ladies join them, but Praktan and I stay to
photograph the sunset from the high vantage
point of the parking lot.
When the hikers return, we pile into the van
and cross the dam once more. For the third
time in half an hour, we’re saying goodbye to
one state and hello to another.
The van erupts in excited conversation as Las
Vegas comes into view. Everyone is talking at

once about where to go and what to do when
we get there. Our guests are planning a big night
on the town, while Praktan and I look forward
to some Thai food and a good night’s sleep.
Before we arrive at the hotel, I announce that I’ll
be going to Red Rock Canyon tomorrow
morning and if anyone would rather hike in the
wilderness than hang out in town, they’re
welcome to join me.
Almost everyone says no. Praktan wants to
watch football and all our guests but one want
to sightsee or shop. Jean, however, accepts the
invitation with a sigh of relief.

out to us across ages of time. We don’t know
what it means, but we privileged to stand in the
presence of these ageless treasures. The ancient
carvings are exotic poems, quiet meditations
from a forgotten era.
A hush pervades the atmosphere, filled only
with the timeless silence of this primordial landscape of rocks and trees, sand and cactus as far
as the eye can see.
Jean says she likes Red Rock Canyon, that it
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reminds her of Yellow Mountain. She vows that
she and her husband will take me there the next
time I visit China. In return, I offer to take them
on a trek through the Southwest.
In a few minutes, we’ll head back to town and
round up the others for the long ride home.
Right now, however, we’re content to bask in
the stillness of this epic land.
Las Vegas is 30 miles down the hill. It feels like
a trillion light years away.

“Thank you,” she says. “I don’t like Las Vegas.
Too many people and too much noise! I’d
rather be outdoors.”
The next morning, while Praktan watches his
beloved Redskins lose and the others explore
the self-proclaimed Entertainment Capital of
the World, Jean and I hike out to admire a
panel of handprints painted oxide red on a
sandstone ledge. We don’t know if these
pictographs are hundreds of years old or thousands, but they look amazing.
After a few photos, we amble down the trail
past a flaming cottonwood to the agave pit
where prehistoric Native Americans roasted the
sweet succulent on festive occasions. Then we
head up Willow Creek to another ancient site, a
wall of petroglyphs.
Jean asks about the difference between
pictographs and petroglyphs. I explain that the
former are paintings and the latter carvings, but
both are executed on stone. She says there’s lots
of rock art in China.
When we arrive at the petroglyph panel, the
conversation ceases abruptly. Concealed behind
a screen of yellow foliage and tangled branches,
the small gallery of pre-Columbian art reaches

The famous split-twig figurines at Tusayan Ruins and Museum in Grand Canyon
National Park were strategically placed inside prehistoric shrines located under
the canyon rim. Archaeologists believe the wooden artifacts were installed 4,000
years ago by hunters of the Archaic Culture as a means of petitioning local
deities for a successful hunt. They are believed to represent deer or desert
bighorn sheep.

The vivid colors of dawn skim the tops of pinnacles and mesas at Grand Canyon an hour before a windstorm of epic proportions threatened to blow seven health
professionals from the People’s Republic of China and their hosts from Loma Linda University into the massive landform during a November 2011 trip to the Southwest. The trips, which introduce international visitors to the land and people of the United States, provide a needed break from intensive, two-month mentorship
programs offered through the Global Health Institute.
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Sarah Gill goes home to Pakistan
By Edna Maye Loveless, PhD
School of Dentistry program for international dentists under assignment to
mission clinics has attracted a diverse corps of
dentists.

A

Arriving early in 2011 to the school’s international dentist program (IDP), Sarah Gill, DDS,
was following in the footsteps of her Pakistani
father who received advanced training from
Quint Nicola, DDS, first in Pakistan and later
(1991) during a six-month certification
program at LLU School of Dentistry.
Dr. Gill’s Sikh great-grandparents converted
to Christianity. Her father, Victor Gill, a
dentist, met Dr. Nicola and joined the
Seventh-day Adventist Church. He now
operates the mission clinic in Peshawar.
Her mother has a mission too. For ten years
she operated a sewing center for uneducated
women who can work from home. She then
opened a school for Christians that began
with 10 to 15 students and has expanded to
300 pupils pursuing K-10 studies.

Assigned to a patient in IDP, wearing the
program’s royal blue scrubs, Dr. Sarah Gill
appeared thoroughly Western, visually merging
with her colleagues during her stay at LLUSD,
March through September 2011.
Today Dr. Gill has returned to her native
Pakistan, having doffed her America style garb
for a chador. “We don’t have freedom here,” she
says. “We can’t go out alone. We have to totally
cover ourselves, wearing the national dress.”
Because no dental hygiene or dental assistant
courses are available in Pakistan, Dr. Gill is
training her own assistant/hygienist, having
chosen a male so that her office can serve men as
well as women.
Dr. Gill grew up and studied dentistry in
Peshawar, on the border of Pakistan and
Afghanistan. Her father practices dentistry
there. She admits it has been a very scary place
since 9-11. Driving to dental school at Gandhara University in Peshawar each day, she
would be stopped at as many as 10 check points.
She recalls roadblocks requiring her to go to
another part of the city to stay with friends after

INSTITUTIONAL EXCELLENCE

LLUMC receives Aetna Institute of
Quality designation for three services
By James Ponder
oma Linda University Medical Center
received word in December 2011 that three
of its services have been awarded the coveted
Aetna Institute of Quality designation.

L

The three services—cardiovascular surgery,
cardiac medical intervention, and rhythm disease
diagnosis and treatment—were selected because
they are “publicly recognized, high-quality, highvalue health care facilities,” according to an
article on the website of the Aetna Institutes.
According to it’s website, Aetna offers its Institute of Quality designation in order to meet
three objectives:
• Recognize facilities with distinguished performance for health services that are critical to
members
• Engage consumers by providing them with
information to help make informed choices
about facilities with distinguished performance
• Provide access to high-quality, cost-effective
care for its members
The specific criteria Aetna uses in evaluating
cardiac care programs for the Institute of
Quality designation include:
• Significant experience in cardiac care
• Evidence-based and recognized standards for
clinical outcomes, processes of care, and
patient safety
• Ongoing follow-up programs for cardiac
patients
• Adherence to Aetna standards for facility
access for members and Aetna participating
providers
• Efficiency demonstrated by cost of care, readmission rates, and comprehensiveness of
the program

In order to meet the criteria of “significant experience in cardiac care,” a facility must demonstrate that it has performed a minimum of 125
open-heart procedures, 400 angioplasty or stint
procedures, and 50 permanent pacemaker
implantations in the most recent calendar year.
As the only hospital in the region that performs
heart transplants, Loma Linda University
Medical Center is focused on providing excellent cardiac care in the Inland Empire community.
Members of the integrated cardiac specialty
team—which includes cardiologists, cardiothoracic surgeons, nurses, and other dedicated clinicians—are committed to providing
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events such as the bombing of the U.S. embassy.
Bomb blasts occurred every day while she
attended dental school.
It’s scary in Rawalpindi too, Dr. Gill admits,
adding that she accepted an appointment in
that district precisely because nobody wants to
go there. “Being local,” she says, “I can be
helpful. It’s a place where you don’t trust
anybody.”
Dr. Gill agreed to open a dental mission clinic in
Rawalpindi after treating a patient with cellulitis
in her father’s clinic.
The woman had arrived with pus draining from
her cheek. The woman’s family had opposed
her going to a doctor until they learned that a
female dentist was working in the mission clinic.
Treating the woman, Dr. Gill did some extractions, put her on antibiotics, monitored her
recovery—and knew she needed to open a practice that would include women.
Studying dentistry at LLUSD was rigorous but
peaceful for Dr. Gill. She recalls the day government agents stormed her father’s dental office,
looking for contraband Bibles. Automatically
suspected as a Christian dentist operating the
Peshawar mission dental clinic, he avoided dire
consequences when they found no Bibles.

Dr. Gill enjoys a break from professional life in Palm Springs.
Dr. Gill is one of many IDP students whose
return to their native place, often in dangerous
environments, helps to spread the good news
and promotes oral health where the need is
the greatest.

compassionate, patient-centered care for
patients of all ages.

Linda patient care team in cardiac services,” Mr.
Mock observes.

Donna Bennett, JD, service line director for the
Loma Linda University International Heart
Institute, says the cardiac team is very proud of
the Institute of Quality (IOQ) designation.

In acknowledging the Institute of Quality designation, H. Roger Hadley, MD, dean of the
Loma Linda University School of Medicine,
CEO of Loma Linda University Health
System, and executive vice president for medical
affairs of Loma Linda University Adventist
Health Sciences Center, commended members
of the integrated cardiac specialty team for their
commitment to excellence.

“We are honored to have been selected by
Aetna as an Institute of Quality for cardiac
services,” she says. Ms. Bennett notes that the
selection is based on patient care outcomes and
the “vast array of services provided by a team of
dedicated multidisciplinary clinicians.”
Jesse Mock, MA, vice president and administrator of the Loma Linda University Heart and
Surgical Hospital, congratulated members of the
integrated cardiac specialty team and told them,
“You are making a difference in our community.
This is a significant recognition of the worldclass clinical outcomes performed by the Loma

“Loma Linda University Health System's top
quality heart program is an invaluable resource
for the citizens of the Inland Empire,” Dr.
Hadley observed. “Our health system
considers it a privilege to not only serve the
important cardiac needs of our community,”
Dr. Hadley concluded, “but also to provide
specialists in heart health for the generations
to come through our teaching programs.”
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WELL-KNOWN AUTHOR

Psychoanalyst and author Robert D. Stolorow, PhD, speaks at
Loma Linda University Behavioral Health Institute
By James Ponder
sychoanalyst and author Robert D.
Stolorow, PhD, delivered an impassioned
two-hour presentation to a packed house at the
Behavioral Health Institute of Loma Linda
University on Wednesday, January 11, 2012.

P

Widely acknowledged as one of the fathers of
intersubjective systems theory, Dr. Stolorow is a
founding faculty member at the Institute of
Contemporary Psychoanalysis and the Institute
for the Psychoanalytic Study of Subjectivity.
He is also a clinical professor of psychiatry at the
University of California, Los Angeles, and
author of numerous books and more than 200
articles on psychoanalytic theory.
He began by giving the audience of more than
100 a short course on the early days of intersubjective psychology, using the vocabulary of his
profession.
“The beginnings of our phenomenologicalcontextualist perspective hark back to a series of
psychobiographical studies conducted in the
early- and mid-1970s by George Atwood and
myself,” Dr. Stolorow observed.
The subject of those studies—the subjective
origins of the psychoanalytic theories of
Sigmund Freud, Carl Jung, Wilhelm Reich, and
Otto Rank—formed the basis of the book Faces
in a Cloud: Subjectivity in Personality Theory,
which Dr. Stolorow co-authored with George
E. Atwood, PhD. The title was first published
in 1979.
“We concluded,” he adds, “that since psychological theories derive from the subjective concerns
of their creators, what psychoanalysis and
personality psychology needed was a theory of
subjectivity itself.”
In meeting that need and defining their
unifying framework, Drs. Stolorow and
Atwood sought to develop a structure that
would account not only for the ideas addressed
by other psychological theories, but also for
the theories themselves.
“We were interested in the subjective world of
the theorist interacting with the subjective
world of the patient,” Dr. Stolorow went on.

“We studied the effect of unrecognized overlap
or disparity between the subjectivity of patients
and therapists.”
In describing the interaction between patient
and analyst, Dr. Stolorow spoke of transference and counter-transference, and intersubjective conjunctions and dysjunctions. He
called transference a type of unconscious organizing activity.
“The therapist gets to be something in the
transference,” he said. “It’s inherently relational.
We are always contributing to the patient’s
transference. The different dimensions of the
transference go into and out of the foreground.
It occurs when two multi-dimensional, fluidly
oscillating experiential worlds are mutually
influencing each other.”
Dr. Stolorow observed that therapists must
keep track of the ins and outs of transference
during their work with patients.

After talking about the importance of finding a
“relational home”—a place he described as a
context of emotional understanding where a
traumatized person is allowed to talk about
their pain until it becomes bearable and
endurable—Dr. Stolorow shared an observation about the universality of suffering.
“Trauma exposes our existential vulnerability,”
he said, “and the vulnerability of everybody that
we love, whom we can lose at any moment. We
are all linked together by our mutual finitude
and vulnerability.
At the end of his presentation, a number of
students, residents, and faculty members in the
audience came to the front of the auditorium to
ask questions of Dr. Stolorow and listen to the
continuing dialogue.
For Carlos Fayard, PhD, clinical psychologist
and associate professor of psychiatry at Loma

Linda University, hearing Dr. Stolorow in
person was a treat. Dr. Fayard noted that when
he read Dr. Stolorow’s Faces in a Cloud: Subjectivity in Personality Theory in the late 1970s, he
found the book to be “a breath of fresh air.” He
added that Dr. Stolorow’s ideas and contributions have had a positive influence on him
throughout his professional career.
John Tarr, MD, PhD, the clinical professor
of psychiatry and psychoanalysis who
arranged for Dr. Stolorow to visit the campus
of Loma Linda University, commented that
“Dr. Stolorow’s presentation was inspiring,
informative, and most fulfilling, leading to
practical implementations that can contribute
to a more effective psychotherapy and be
helpful to many.”
Dr. Stolorow finished his presentation in heartfelt terms that reminded attendees of the
universality of human suffering.
“Brothers and sisters,” he concluded, “in this
dark night, we must embrace our existential
kinship in finitude and unite around the power
of human understanding.”

“If the therapist is unaware of it,” he noted, “it
can lead to a stalemate. Negative therapeutic
reactions can occur when the analyst makes the
patient worse instead of better; when the
patient is being re-traumatized over and over by
the therapist’s intervention.”
After discussing a paper titled “Affects and Selfobjects,” which he co-authored with his former
wife, Daphne D. Socarides, MA, Dr. Stolorow
transitioned to the most poignant part of his
presentation. “Emotional trauma has been a
central focus of mine since the death of my wife
Daphne in 1991,” he shared.
The room fell silent as Dr. Stolorow described
the morning he awoke to find Daphne, or
DeDe as he also calls her, lying dead beside
him. She had been diagnosed with an aggressive cancer four weeks earlier, but the shock of
her sudden demise left him in a state of
emotional upheaval. He fought back tears
recalling an incident that happened a year later
at a book release party.

Robert D. Stolorow, PhD, makes a point during a two-hour presentation he gave
to members of the Loma Linda University psychiatric community at the Behavioral Health Institute on Wednesday, January 12, 2012.

“I whirled around to share my new book with
DeDe because I knew she’d be so proud of me,”
he shared. “But then I realized she wasn’t there.
It was devastating! It was a ‘portkey’ to trauma
for me.” He told the audience he borrowed the
term from the Harry Potter movies.
“Trauma is an unfathomable gulf,” he reported.
“It makes the traumatized person feel isolated
and alienated, like they live in a different world
from everyone else. It involves a painful affect
that is unbearable, unendurable. It has enormous implications for psychotherapy.”
Quoting novelist Haruki Murakami to
contrast the experience of people who have
not been traumatized by loss with those who
have, Dr. Stolorow said, “I am no longer one
of them, however. They are up there, on the
face of the earth; I am down here, in the
bottom of a well.”
An attempt to help others who are suffering led
to a long-term investigation into the effects of
intense suffering, which culminated in the
publication of Trauma and Human Existence:
Autobiographical, Psychoanalytic, and Philosophical Reflections in 2007.
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